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— Regional workshop
GUWAHAT]I, July 17 - The Archaeological Survey of India
1s going to organise a regional workshop on ‘Archaeology of
North-Eastern India’ on July 20 and 21 along with a photo
exhibition at the Hotel Brahmaputra Ashok, Guwahati. The
workshop aims to dwell on recent prehistoric and historical
investigations carried out by various eminent scholars of the
region. It would offer participants a platform to exchange
opinions views and theories and also help in establishing a
well defined chronological framework. — Staff Reporter
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ASTAFF REPORTER

July 18: The Guwahati circle
of the Archaeological Survey
of India (ASI) will hold a re-
gional-level workshop on the
‘Archaeology of North-East-
ern India at a city hotel on
July20and21.

The workshop will high-
light the numerous historic
findings from across the
Northeast.

The workshop will be ac-
companied by an exhibition ti-
tled Archaeological Discover-
ies in North-East India where
people will get to see interest-
ing photographs of historical

UNFOLDING HISTORY
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sites and objects. o
Archaeologists from the
entire Northeast will partici-
pate in the two-day workshop.
“During excavations we
have found relics and objects
of historical and pre-historic
importance from different
parts of the northeastern
states. In fact, several archaeo-
logical findings have revealed
that the earliest inhabitants of
this region belonged to the
middle Pleistocene period. Pa-
leolithic findings were exca-
vated from different sites like
the Daphabum area in Lohit
district  of Arunachal
Pradesh, Khangkhui cave site,

Songbu and Tharon cave site

. in Manipur; Tilla site in Tripu-

ra, Rongram valley of Garo
Hills in Meghalaya. Preva-

‘lence of upper Paleolithic and

Mesolithic cultures have also
been found here,” said S.S.
Gupta, superintending ar-
chaeologist of the Guwahati
circle of the ASL

“We have also found the
presence of megaliths in the
form of raised upright mono-
liths and horizontally laid ta-
bles and this tradition still pre-
vails among the Naga, Khasi,
Jaintia and Karbi tribes. Vari-
ous investigations that have
been made so far have to be

now assessed in a chronologi-
cal manner and the workshop
will focus on this. The partici-
pants will also focus on the
ways the existing archaeologi-
cal sites in the region can be
preserved. Various valuable
photographs of the discover-
ies made by archaeologists
will also be displayed in an ex-
hibition,” said Gupta.

The archaeological depart-
ment also highlighted the kind.
of problems they faced while
carrying out excavations at
the Ambari site in the city.

“The Ambari site is promi-
nent as we have encountered
structural evidence from the

hop to highlight region’s past

lowest level of the site that ap-
pears to be of the Sunga-
Kushana period that dates
back to the 2nd century BC.
Nowhere in the Northeast
have we found any other site,
which dates back to such an
early period. We have also
found ceilings with inscrip-
tions of this age. But the prob-
lem is we could not dig further
as water emerged after a cer-
tain level, mainly because Am-
bari is a low-lying area. How-
ever, this has not damaged the
site in any manner. If we dig
deeper we are sure to find
more evidence of the Sunga-
Kushana period,” he added.
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MEET ON ARCHAEOLOGY

‘Bold steps from ASI

-needed to 'save monuments .-

iy ;.'

from encroachment:

Prof Phukan

CHRONICLE NEWS SERVICE

Guawahati: “Human being is
the main enemy for our
ancient monuments, not
nature.” JN Phukan, retired
Professor  of  History
Department, Gauhati
University, said this at the
regional conference on
archaeology of North-east
India here on Friday.

Addressing the delegates
from all the States of the North-
eastern region in the inaugural
session of the conference, JN
Phukan said, “It is unfortunate
that the people living near the
monument sites encroach the
lands of those sites and narrow
them down. And hence there
should be aggressive and
affirmative action taken from
ASI (Archaeological Survey of
India) side to stop the
encroachments in these
areas.”

Participating in the
conference held at Hotel
Brahmaputra Ashok, here
Director General of ASI, New
Delhi, Gautam Sengupta said,
“Archaeological Survey of
India can improve
coordination with the local
communities and research
scholars and can help in better
preservation of the historical
monuments from various parts
of the North-eastern region.”
However he preferred not to
make any comment on any
strategic plans from ASI to
pressurise  the  State

A view of Rang Ghar, a
monument in Assam

“There are only 79
monuments from
the
being listed in the
ASI list which is

very less”
AK Sinha
Director
ASI, New Delhi

Governments for conservation
of the monuments of historical
importance many of which
have been in dilapidated
conditions and need special
attention.

In the presidential address
of the inaugural ceremony, AK
Sinha, Director of ASI, New
Delhi said, “As | have noted
down that there are only 79
monuments from the North-
east being listed in the ASI list

. which is very less. | feel that

more number of monuments
from this region should be
included in the list.” .

North-east
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“AS| pitches for heritage tag
to Ahom-era monuments
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‘ 150 years of arcbaeology bod ly celebra ted

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHAT], July 25 - The
Archaeological Survey of In-
dia (ASI) as part of its 150th
anniversary celebrations or-
ganised a two-day regional

conference on ‘Archaeology of
| North-eastern India’, which
concludedin the city on Satur-
day, stated a press release.

Scholars from Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meg-
halaya and Nagaland participat-
edin the event which deliberat-
ed upon important aspects of

tor General, ASI, New Delhi,
stressed the need for ASI to
improve its coordination with
the local communities and re-
search scholars, which he said
would ensure better preserva-
tion of historical monuments

situated in various parts of the

North-east.

The chief guest, Prof. JN
Phukan, Professor of History,
Gauhati University, called for
taking “aggressive and affirm-

ative” action from the side of

ASI to stop encroachments in
and around the Centrally-pro-

AK Sinha, Director, ASI, em-
phasised on the need of includ-
ing more monuments/sites
from the north-eastern region
in the Centrally- protected list.

On the first day of the aca-
demic session, 10 papers were
presented. The first paper ti-
tled ‘Heritage of North-East
India’ presented by AK Shar-
ma, Retired Superintending
Archaeologist, AST & cur-
rently Archaeological Advisor
in the Dept of Culture, Gov-
ernment of Chhatisgarh high-
lighted the rich archaeological

at Sekta in Manipur, Bhaitbari
in West Garo Hills District of
Meghalaya and explorations
conducted in Nagaland.

Dr Paromita Das, Associate
Professor, Dept of History,
Gauhati University, in her pa-
per ‘Historical Archaeology of
Kapili-Jamuna Valley of As-
sam’ presented a glimpse of
the material remains in the
form of temple ruins, and stone
& terracotta sculptures of an
ancient flourishing kingdom in
the Kapili-Jamuna Valley.

A search for recurrent as-

erecting megaliths in Cherra-
punjee in relation to their con-
textual meaning was present-
ed by Dr Sukanya Sharma,
Associate Professor, Dept of
HSS, ITT, Guwahati in her
paper ‘Megahths of Cherra-
punjee.’

In his paper ‘Some Collec-
tions of Terracotta Plaques,
Panels & Art Motifs in the Ar-
chaeological Museum, Sri
Suryapahar’, Bimal Sinha. As-
stt Superintending Archaeol-
ogist, Sri Suryapahar Archae-
ological Museum showed the
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logical museum, Sri Suryapa-
har in Goalpara district of As-
sam which throws light on dif-
ferent cultural aspects of life
as depicted in these plaques
during the historical past in the ‘
region.

The two-day conference '
concluded with the valedicto- |
ry function chaired by Dr RD !
Chaudhury, former Director |
General, National Museum,
New Delhi.

A photo exhibition on ‘Ar-
chaeological discoveries of
North-East India’ was also or-

' archaeology in the region. tected monuments. heritage of the North-east, as  sociated elements within the terracotta plaques and art mo-  ganised during the conference,
| DrGautam Sengupta, Direc-  In his presidential address, evident from the excavations ~structured symbolic practiceof tifs preserved in the archaeo- the release concluded.
o0- uperznten ing Arc aeo Ongt, uwahnati Circle



